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UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO

www.humanitiesinstitute.buffalo.edu
(716) 645-2711

INVITATION

SPRING 2008 OPEN HOUSE

Featuring David Schmid

A map of the north campus is available at:
http://www.buffalo.edu/buildings/maps/NorthCampus.pdf

Capen Hall (building #25 on map) is located on the Flint Road Loop.

Parking without a permit is available in any lot after 3:00 p.m.



The University at Buffalo Humanities Institute
cordially invites you and a guest to attend

The Humanities Institute Open House

“The public debate about violence in America --especially
when dealing with cases that become the focus of media fren-
zies, such as OJ Simpson, JonBenet Ramsey, Columbine, or the
Virginia Tech shootings--is characterized more by heat than
light. The problem is not only that the same limited questions are
asked time and time again but also that other, more resonant,
questions are implicitly (and sometimes explicitly) disallowed. In
this lecture, I will open up and explore such questions by asking
what a humanities-centered perspective has to contribute to
an understanding of the relationship between violence and
Americanness. Through analysis and debate, I hope that
together we will arrive at a full understanding of just how com-
plex these issues are before we can begin to discuss solutions.”

David Schmid is an Associate Professor
and Associate Chair of the English
Department at the University at Buffalo.
The winner of the Milton Plesur and the
SUNY Chancellor’s Awards for
Excellence in Teaching, Professor
Schmid teaches courses in British and
American fiction, cultural studies, and
popular culture. Born and raised in
England, he received his B.A. from
Oxford University , his M.A. from the
University of Sussex and his Ph.D. from
the Modern Thought and Literature

Program at Stanford University . He teaches and researches in
the areas of popular culture, cultural studies, and twentieth-
century British and American Literature. He has published on a
variety of subjects, including celebrity, Dracula and crime fiction
and he is the author of Natural Born Celebrities: Serial Killers in
American Culture, published by the University of Chicago Press
in 2005 and is currently working on two book-length projects:
Mean Streets and More: Space in Crime Fiction and Murder
Culture: Why Americans are Obsessed with Homicide.

‘Hard, Isolate, Stoic and a Killer’: What Do the
Humanities Have to Say About Violence and the
American Character?

David Schmid
Associate Professor and Associate Chair

English Department

Wednesday, February 20, 2008
4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
University Libraries
Special Collections Reading Room, 420 Capen Hall

Please RSVP no later than
Wednesday, February 13, 2008
to Wendy McMenamin at 645-6000 ext. 1169
or by email wdm3@buffalo.edu

Communities are built around ideas, conversation, and hospitality.

The Humanities Institute Open House is a forum for life-long learners,

alumni, friends from the community, and UB faculty to come together

to enjoy presentations by distinguished humanities scholars, spirited

discussion, and refreshments.


